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The following bembing practices were observed at Gadow-Rogsow bombing range
between 23 Februsry and 12 aApril 1953:

23 February to_ 5 March. Almost every day jet planes released bombs. Cn 3 March,
tne Tirst detenstions were heard from the bombing range at sbeut 8 p.m. The

jet planes which approached individually and in groups of two and three still
roleased hombs at 10 p.m. '

6 and 7 March. There were no practices, probably because of rain and snow
showers. ‘

8 March. No bombs wore ‘dropped throughout the day, although alert was given
which usually precedes bomb relesse. Bombing practices gtarted about & p.m.

and still continued abeut 11 p.m.

9 March. Practices were observed only at night.

10 ard 11 March. Bowb release was prachliced between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m.

12 Merch. Bowbs were dropped at night.

13 Mereh, Boubing was pfactieed_ betuween 9 2.m. and 6 p.m. and after 10 p.m.

14 Maxch. Especially loud detonations were heard at about 9 a.m. Bomb relesse
econtinued until about 4 p.m.

15 March. Bombing was practiced at day and night; some particular loud deto-
nations were again heard.

16 Mereh. No bombs were dropped.

17 and 18 March. Bombing was practiced at daytime and during the night re-
spectively. - ' v

19 Msrch. In the morning, s formation of about 36 planes, probably jet bombers,
approached in squadron wedge formation at such a high sltitude that only vapor
trails could be seen.According to & local resident, the unit released the bombs
too early and therefore missed the target. .

CLASSIFICATION SECRET.

¥3h

Approved For Release 2005/06/30 : CIA-RDP80-00810A001700510006-1




25X1

2.

3.

Approved For Release 2005/06/30 : CIA-RDP80-00810A001700510006-1

25X1

SECRET

- 20 Mareh. Bowbing was practiced throughout the day.

21 _and 22 March. There was no bombing activity.

1 April. Bstween © and 10 a.m.; bombs vere continually released over the
bonmbing range. There was hazy weather. Bembing waz resumed about 8:15 p.m.

by eireraft approaching individually at an estimsted altitude of 1,500 meters.

2 April, Throughout the day, jet bombers individuelly dropped bombs from
high altituies at intervals of half an hour. There was a 3/10 overcast.
Boetween & and 10:30 p.l,, bombs fitted with pyrotechsic compesition were
relesgsed. Fuel containers £illed with oil soaked rags vwere burning at the
bombing range.

3 April. Botween 8:30 a.m. and 3:30 p.m., boub relesse was practiced at
intervals of about helf an hour, one or two bombs being dropped at & time.
The sky was 8/10 overcast.

4 April. Boub release was practiced from altitudes of 1,000 to 2,000 meters
at intervals of 10 to 30 minutes. One or two bowbs were dropped at a time.

5.4pril. No bomb release was.pmc'ticed; A red ground sigml‘was obsgerved
at 12:30 p.m. and subseguently a detonation was heard possibly the hlasting
of & dud.

6 April. A% 11345 a.m., a squadron of jet bombers approached being escorted
by three awept-back jet fighters. Each jet bomber released cus bewb.

7 Avril. No bomb release was observed. There wss & closed cloud base with
intermittent rain ghovers.

8 _Appil, After 11:15 a.m., individusl borbs were dropped. Between noon ard
2 p.m., bombs were dropped from aireraft flying in flight formation, each
plane releasing one bomb. Botween 8 p.m. and midnight, bombs with pyrotech~
nic conpoaitions were releaged. '

9 April. Between 8 and 9 a.m., one jet bomber and between 9 and 93130 a.m.
two Jet bombers circled over the bombing range without dropping bombs.
Between noon and 4 p.m. bombs were released albhough there was no grourd
vigibility, while the weather was hazy and the clovd base low.

10 Aoril. Bowbs were veleased from aireraft flying in flight formation.
Between 7:45 p.n. and the early worning of the next day, bombing was prac-
ticed.

1)_April. Betweon 8 a.u. and 2 p,m., the bombing renge was blocked. Ground
target werse being set up. ' )

&é@;}_. Ho bomb release was prac:ticed"

At & a.m. on 4 April, a biplane|

%land@d next to the Gadow cemetery. An air force senlor lieuterany
desc from the plane. About 11 a.m. the plene agein took off with a
second liesutemant on bord Yho had arrived from the direvtion of the observa-
tion tower at (lashuette. , ’

During the night of 12 March, & local resident in the arce of the bombing
rahge repeatedly cbserved that a trail of fire detached from & plare, quickly
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fell to the ground and was followed by 8 detomation. |

iven plates apd gun dumnies were newly erccted at the range. ~
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25X1 4o In April trucks were in commmunication with the

target erection detail in the area of the bonbing renge.

5. The following bombing sctivity was observed at theé bonbing range betwsen
10 Mareh and 4 April: , :

10 March, Petween 11330 a.m. and 12:30 p.m., individuel jet bombers approach~

ed at an altitude of 5,000 to 6,000 meters and ab intervals of asbout 5
minutes.

g and 15 March. Throughout the day individual jet bomber approached at an
aliitude of about 6,000 meters MNostly one detonation and some times several
loud detovnations were heard. :
;%_Qggg}‘g. At 9330 a.m., a formation of 27 jJet bombers, escorted by at least
16 swept-back jet fighters were observed lea . The planes flew ai & very

- high sltitude that they covld hardly be seen. They were moxtly recogaized
by their vapor trails. The cciumm of planes flew in three squadron wadge

«~ formations of nine planes each, the distance between the wedge formallons
being 10 to 15 aircraft lengths. While the bember wnit flew stealght abesd,
the swept-back jet fighters circled around the formation. After crossing
the bombing vange, the bomber unit chenged the formation to a group wedge,
the second and third sguadrons Tlying %o the left end right respestively.
The bomboer Tormation headed to the south. Airereft flying ir a widely gpread-
-out formation approached the bomber formation from that direction. From
25X1 the vaper troils which entapgled vhen the two units mebd,| |

the newly arvived unit was e fighter formation which atitecked the hombers.
At 11330 a.m., another unit of 36 Jet bombers, escorted by about 26 gweph~

* “back jet fighters appeared at an aititude higher then that of the first
formaticn. Loud detonations wers hesrd when the planes flew over the bombe
ing range.

20 Mareh. Beiween 8:30 avd 9:30 a.m,, four jet bombers crossing at an
altitude of 6,000 to 7,000 meters reoleased one bonmb each, Thers wers no
slouds,

21 to 2¢ March. No bombs were dropped inplear weather. Between 7:30 and
8:30 p.m. on 24 March, jet alreraft crossed the bombing range. When
approaching, each pleve signaled with ite landing light and releassd two
bombs. The night was clear. : _

25 March. No practlces were obsorved in clear weather.
2 April. Between 8:30 and 93115 p.m., one bomb egch was dropped from aly-
craft whieh, according to their noise, were jet bombers. ,
4 April. During the morping Jet boubers were observed over the bombing
range. The weather was hezy.

25X1 6. On 22 March,| ' Is:a new boub-
ing ranges, one near the Hamelsiall gelilement ard v oy one 2 km eash
of Hemmelstall, were under comstruction. Allegedly, bowbs had besn dropped
on these ranges. :

‘7. On 22 March, about 25 soldiers were El‘aying football in the yard of Roseneck
estate. Two trucks were seen there. )
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25X1 1.[___Jcomment. These details give a gond plcture on bowb release practices
2t Gadow-Rossow bombing renge by the Northern Bmr Div. The Joint excrcises
by I1-28 units on 19 March were probably conducted with fighter planes of

the fighter regiment in Neuruppin. There a sizeable mumber of MiG-15s took .

off about 10:45 a.mer_eamm_Llaszlf 11-26 which were observed
25X1 erossing the field. On the same day |

observed intensive eir aetlvity by units of 20 end 27 I1-28s at Brand and
Werneuchen airfields respsctively.

25X1 2. lcommert. During night practices, the bombs ere probably fitted with
pyrovechnic compogition to emable the crews of the 11-28 planeg to observe

the course of the bombs. This observation is possitly made from the tail-
~gun position of the I1-28.
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